
A NEW HISTORY FOR 
A NEW CENTURY

Multicultural, Multinational, Multimedia.
Inquiry-based. Interactive. Collaborative.



Research Like a 
Historian

Think Like a Historian
1. Everything has a history
2. History shapes the present and future 

options
3. History provides precedents, analogies, 

and guidance that may or may not be 
useful

Research Like a Historian
1. Locating, authenticating, decoding, 

comparing, and interpreting primary 
sources

2. Placing sources in context and 
understanding an author’s bias, agenda, 
and reliability

Connect Past to Present
1. Defamiliarizing the present
2. Rebuting myths and misconceptions
3. Refuting assumptions of progress 

and inevitability
4. Revealing long-term trends
5. Providing an alternative vantage 

point  on the present

Empathy Insight Creativity Judgment





AN ACTIVITY DRIVEN APPROACH



HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
TEDDY BEAR



HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
LINCOLN LOGS



HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
MONOPOLY



HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
DAVY CROCKETT COONSKIN CAP





HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
BARBIE DOLL



HISTORY THROUGH ARTIFACTS
GI JOE



HISTORY THROUGH
ADVERTISING





1.  How long after the fugitive ran away was the advertisement published? 
Immediately or after a long delay?
2. What does the advertisement say the fugitive's personal characteristics and 
physical appearance, including the runaway's: Gender, age, complexion, 
height, hair style, whiskers, clothing, marital status, name, ailments or 
disabilities
3. Is the description of the fugitive detailed or vague? Does it seem to reflect a 
great deal of knowledge about the fugitive?
4. Does the fugitive speak English?
5. Does the fugitive have an African or an English name?
6. Does the fugitive have any special skills?
7. Does the advertisement offer any clues about the psychology or demeanor?
8. Does the fugitive have any scars?
9. How did the fugitive manage to escape?
10. Did the fugitive run away alone or in a group?
11. Who, if anyone, assisted in the escape?
12. At what time of the day and year did fugitive escape?
13. What goods, if any, did the fugitive escape with?
14. Where was the fugitive headed?
15. What reward was offered?
16. Is the fugitive armed?

QUESTIONS TO ASK



HISTORY THROUGH ADVERTISEMENTS



HISTORY THROUGH ADVERTISEMENTS



HISTORY THROUGH ADVERTISEMENTS



HISTORY THROUGH ARCHITECTURE



HISTORY THROUGH ART



POCAHONTAS



AMERICAN HISTORY 
THROUGH ART



HISTORY THROUGH ART

John Vanderlyn, Landing of Columbus 
on the Islands of Guanahani, 1847. 

Diego Rivera, The Disembarkation at 
Veracruz, 1951



HISTORY THROUGH CEMETERIES



HISTORY THROUGH CHILDHOOD



HISTORY THROUGH FILM
THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA



HISTORY THROUGH FILM
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES



HISTORY THROUGH FILM

BUREAU OF MOTION PICTURES REPORT
Feature Review
Casablanca 95 minutes
Warner Bros. WB Feb., 1943 (Sched.)
Screenplay by Julius and Philip Epstein and Howard 
Koch, from play by Murray Burnett and Joan Alison
Hal Wallis (A)
Major: III B (United Nations - Conquered Nations) 
Drama
Minor: II C 3 (Enemy - Military)Drama
Nelson Poynter Warner Bros October 26, 1942
Dorothy Jones " "
Marjorie Thorsch " "
Lillian Bergquist " "
Lillian Bergquist " October 28, 1942



HISTORY THROUGH MAPS



GEOVISUALIZATION

Lynching



HISTORY THROUGH MUSIC

Kedo



HISTORY THROUGH MUSIC

Didn’t My Lord Deliver 
Daniel?



HUTCHINSON FAMILY SINGERS
THE SLAVE MOTHER’S LAMENT



HOUSE CARPENTER



TO ANACHREON IN HEAVEN



BIG MAMA THORNTON



ELVIS PRESLEY



HISTORY THROUGH MUSIC

The Blues: From the 
Delta to the South 
Side of Chicago

Strange Fruit



HISTORY THROUGH NAMES

Most Popular Names by Year
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/babynames/



HISTORY THROUGH PAINTING
THOMAS SMITH, SELF-PORTRAIT



HISTORY THROUGH PAINTING
JOHN BROWN



Louis L. Ransom, John Brown Meeting the Slave 
Mother and Her Child on the Steps of Charleston Jail 
on His Way to Execution



Thomas Satterwhite Noble, John Brown’s 
Blessing. 1867



Thomas Hovenden, “The Last Moments of John 
Brown,” 1884



Horace Pippin The Trial of John Brown, 
1942



John Seuart Curry, “The Tragic 
Prelude,” 1942



HISTORY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY



HISTORY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY



HISTORY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY
DECODING MIGRANT MOTHER



HISTORY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY
DECODING A VIETNAM WAR PHOTOGRAPH



HISTORY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY
DECODING ABU GHRAIB



HISTORY THROUGH PROPAGANDA POSTERS



HISTORY THROUGH
POLITICAL CARTOONS

Song of the Sainted.

Little factory child is dead,
Jam him in his coffin.
Don't let this fill you with 
dread,
These things happen often.
God is always good and kind,
Grief and sorrow filled Him,
Had the boy been left behind,
Slavery would have killed him.

Take him to the potter's field
In his shabby coffin; 
Jesus Christ will be his shield;
These things happen often.
The Almighty's work be done;
We must all bow to it
Willie's little race is run;
God knows how to do it.

He was born a little slave, 
Parents had no money;
He is better in the grave,
God does some things funny.
Man who owns that factory
Sends his boy to college;
That is just as it should be,
God loves boys with knowledge.

God lives on his gilded throne,
Not by poor man's hovel;
He wills woes upon the drone,
They're the angel's level. Still 
somehow he loves the poor
Just enough to watch 'em
When we take them to death's 
door, 
God is there to snatch 'em.
--A MAN WITHOUT A SOUL.



STUDENT CREATED VIDEO



STUDENT CREATED VIDEO


